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Guiding Principles 

We have defined our guiding principles for this project as: 

● Climate ready- suits the Canberra climate, it must be water smart, it must be 

comfortable in hot summers and cold winters; 
● Regenerative- improves the environment, respects the land, increases biodiversity;  
● Equitable - it has to provide space for all students to play and learn on, big kids and 

little, sports kids and social players, and enable kids of all abilities to participate; 

and 
● Community- it will be used on the weekends, we share our space with others, we 

gather and celebrate together, this is an asset for our whole community. 
 

Our Vision 

This project will transform the degraded and neglected sports field into an exciting, inviting, 

engaging and enduring multi-purpose playscape. There is potential to include grassy basins 

for active play, contours & swales to direct water, and tree plantings to the north and west 

to enhance canopy cover, providing shady play spaces within the natural environment. 

Further play and learning spaces could wrap around the central space, incorporating native 

edible plants and other useful and resilient native plants, enhancing the living infrastructure 

of our school grounds. The area can also incorporate spaces for outdoor teaching and art, 

and support wider community use with educational signage, accessible footpaths, seating, 

power and water access, and shade. All new plantings will be chosen for their edible or 

cultural value, contributions to biodiversity, provision of food and habitat for local 

endangered and threatened species, and climatic suitability, and provision of shelter & 

supportive microclimate. The space can be redesigned to incorporate advanced water 
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harvesting & retention methods to capture & retain rainwater, channeling it to where it is 

needed, reducing the need for irrigation and increasing the capacity for soil infiltration. 

 

Site Assessment 

The current site is compacted, flat and featureless, with an uneven surface predominantly 

vegetated by seasonal annual weeds. Due to high student use and drought, the site needs 

significant remediation. 

A traditional playing field arrangement of a single large turf oval or rectangle with mains 

water irrigation would be water-, fertiliser- and maintenance- heavy, locking in ongoing  

expenses and providing limited options for children's play activities.  

 

Aspirations 

By adopting a contemporary approach which maximises water efficiency and increases tree 

canopy cover, we will develop an environmentally resilient landscape with a diversity of 

play opportunities, reducing ongoing costs to the school, the local government, and the 

environment. The new layout will be purposefully designed to reduce ongoing maintenance 

and irrigation requirements significantly, capturing rainwater on the site to increase soil 

moisture and promote plant growth. In turn, this will help regenerate the landscape and 

allow for a significant increase in biodiversity. It will showcase environmentally sustainable 

landscaping choices, including water harvesting design features (such as swales, dry creek 

beds and berms) and hardy plants appropriate for the harsh Canberra environment. 

 

Collaborative Approach 

To achieve an outstanding result, the project will be developed through ongoing, 

meaningful consultation and dialogue with our whole school community. This will be 

incorporated in the students’ learning, in line with our inquiry-based pedagogy. Our 

students, particularly year 3-6 students, will have input into the design, in consultation with 

the design company and local aboriginal consulting organisations, to maximise learning 

opportunities. Our school grounds should reflect our community, and we hope to 

incorporate a ‘legacy’ contribution from our year 6 classes, to signify the ongoing 

connection even after graduation.  

 

Our grounds are integral to our local community, and parents and local residents will be 

invited to participate in creating, learning from and caring for our gardens, as well as simply 

enjoying their use. This will help to build the sense of community ownership of public land, 

increasing its value and ensuring the long-term success of this project. 

 

In order for this project to reach its full potential, we will partner with experts and work 

closely with government departments from many areas including TCCS (Urban Waterways), 

EPSDD, and Education (Strategic Procurement, Infrastructure & Capital Works, Environment 
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& Sustainability, etc). We value and actively seek collaboration in order to deliver the best 

possible outcome for all stakeholders. 

Current state - Aerial views 
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Contact: Maree Wright, North Ainslie Primary School P&C President 

napscommunity@gmail.com  
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